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 The History of the Margarita
 

 

The Margarita is the cocktail that created the American’s taste for tequila in the 1960's. Before this, 
tequila was best known in Central America and Mexico. Tax records in the Mexican town of Tequila 
note that 3 barrels of "mezcal wine" had been shipped to Texas in 1873. Also, American troops in 
pursuit of Pancho Villa had brought some back in 1916. Still, folks north of the border had not 
acquired a taste for tequila. Even when there was a shortage of gin during World War II, the gringo 
interest in tequila was still very weak.

Then, California college students discovered the Margarita and the rest is history. As for the creation 
of the drink itself, several bars and bartenders have staked a claim. The Caliente Racetrack in Tijuana 
boasts of its origin around 1930, as does Bertita's bar in Tasca, Mexico. A claim is made by the Garci 
Crespo Hotel in Puebla, Mexico, around 1936. Here the bartender says he named the drink for his 
girlfriend. A couple from San Antonio, Texas who spent many hours during the 1950's at the 
Flamingo Hotel bar in Acapulco say they invented it. (Her name, of course, was Margarita.) And not 
to be denied a piece of the legend is an LA restaurant called The Tale of the Cock. They claim to have 
created this recipe �rst during the Eisenhower Administration.

The most documented story, however, comes from Danny Herrera, who owned Rancho La Gloria 
between Rosarito Beach and Tijuana. In the late 1940's, a showgirl named Marjorie King stopped 
there often. She had a drinking "problem" of sorts; she was allergic to every form of booze except 
tequila. Among the many tequila experiments that Danny Herrera tried was a concoction made of 3 
parts white tequila, 2 parts Cointreau, and 1 part fresh lemon juice. He shook them together in a 
container of shaved ice. He served it in a short stemmed glass with lemon juice and salt around the 
rim. This she liked, and so he gave the drink the Spanish name for Marjorie: Margarita.

Vocabulary List: 

To Note – to record in writing 

Barrel – a large round wooden container used for storage 

To ship – to transport goods 

Pancho Villa – Mexican Robin Hood, legendary bandito, hero of the poor 

Gringo – Mexican slang for American 

 



College – small university. University students are also called college students. 

To stake a claim – to assert a title or right to something by or as if by placing stakes to satisfy a 
legal requirement 

To boast/to brag – to express pride in oneself or one's accomplishments 

To spend – to use up as in money, time or energy 

To deny – to refuse to give; to declare untrue 

Legend – a story from the past 

Allergic – having an adverse bodily reaction to a substance 

Booze – slang for alcohol 

Concoction – a mixture 

To shake – to move to and fro 

To shave – to remove a thin layer; to cut hair close to the skin 
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